Sufi Board Minutes

April 10, 2005
Those in attendance were Shems Nickle, Marty Kraft, Safia Gray, Basira Nickle, Rahimah Sweeney, Ali Kadr,  Faz’l Haner, Kaffea Magill, Salik Ellison, Fattah Kriner, and Allaudin Ottinger

The meeting was prayed to order.   The February minutes were read and approved with the exception of correcting the name of Rumi Café to Café Rumi.

Sufi Library

Basira requested a volunteer to take the Sufi Library that had been housed at Basira and Shems’ home, Qalbia Nur.  Qalbia Nur has been sold and Shems and Basira will be moving by the end of the month.   Safia Gray volunteered to store the library in her home until a more permanent solution becomes available.

Resignations

Ramabai Booser Gorman and Shems Nickle have resigned.  Marty has asked Dan

Kelly to be on the board and Faz’l has talked with Dan also.  Dan will let us know. 

Treasurer’s Report

Ali Kadr reported that there is $1,600 in the bank.  It was brought up that we are not currently collecting enough at dance to pay the rent at Body and Soul, which is $200 per month.  We also tithe to St. Mary’s for our special events and monthly Zikr.  

This report stimulated a lengthy discussion regarding:  

· how grateful we are for the use of St. Mary’s

· how can we encourage more attendance / financial offerings at weekly dance meetings

· should we on the board donate a certain amount each month, see how that works, and then perhaps reach out to the community for similar financial support.  

Fattah made a motion that all on the board make a monthly donation to the Shining Heart Community, the motion was seconded by Shems, and all approved.    

Ali Kadr will provide us with self-addressed envelopes at dance meetings for this endeavor, when we ask the community for monthly contributions. 

Attendance at Thursday Night Dance

Allaudin opened a discussion regarding why attendance at Thursday night dances has been dwindling.   Rahimah suggested that we encourage more young people to become involved in the board leadership and there was a great deal of discussion on the subject of attendance.  Allaudin suggested that we offer dance two nights per month instead of every week.  We decided to table this subject until the next board meeting.

DUP Mentoring Program

The next mentoring session is scheduled for April 30 in the morning, location to be announced, and again on May 5 on the Plaza at the Horse fountain, more details to follow soon.    All who wish to attend are invited.

Spring Camp

Rahimah requested volunteers to assist in housing and transportation.  Kaffea volunteered for housing (and will notify Qahira Kelly) and Ali Kadr volunteered for transportation.  

Tom will be coming in from Connecticut, and Felicity and Tayyib Nisenboim will be coming in at 7:30 pm Thursday before camp and would like transportation directly from the airport to camp. Solomon, coming in from Hawaii, and who is on scholarship, may be able to transport Felicity and Tayyib as part of his scholarship.  

Safia volunteered to put a “Ride Needed to Camp” page on the web site.  Faz’l was requested to bring his usual offering of rugs for use in the Main Hall.    Marwan Chebaro offered the use of a very large van to possibly use for additional transportation.  Since the van is not Marwan’s, Rahimah will check to see if it is indeed available.  

Allaudin said that a band from Lawrence named, Lila, has offered to perform at Spring Camp and he would like to offer some type of scholarship to them. Ali Kadr suggested we think about scholarships for young people and how can we encourage them to come.  There was discussion, but no decision about either subject. 

Café Rumi

Faz’l met with Allaudin regarding reading Rumi at Café Rumi.  Allaudin suggested we do readings once per quarter and Café Rumi was very receptive. There was discussion that our next Rumi readings would be during the 39th Street Mo Jo Night and Faz’l will inquire with Prospero’s Books to determine which date that will be, and also investigate coordinating Rumi readings at Café Rumi with other sidewalk event week ends in the 39th Street area.

Murshida Vera Corda’s Urs 

It was decided that we would celebrate Murshida Vera Corda’s Urs during dance on April 28.

Cooking at St Mary’s

We will need someone to coordinate this event since Jabbar is moving out of town.  Faz’l will talk with Jabbar to see if he is willing to do April’s cooking event.  Safia suggested that this opportunity of service be offered to our community as one of the ten Sufi principles of feeding the hungry, and put it on the web site.  All agreed. 

Communications

Safia inquired if she could put a picture of Hazrat Inayat Khan and the Ten Sufi Principles on the Website.  We agreed that barring copyright issues, we would very much appreciate this addition.   Rahimah suggested Safia check with other Sufi websites regarding this.  

Safia will also post the deadlines for camp registration on the website. 

Marty requested that the details of website communications be typed in a larger pitch, or bold so that they would be easier to read.  Safia said she would try, but Yahoo has several restrictions regarding format.

Elder Halima MacEwan

Allaudin is working on getting Elder Halima MacEwan from New Zealand to make a visit here in Kansas City at a possible potluck in the July 27/28 timeframe.  Allaudin made a motion to borrow money from the community for transportation for this and then pay it back when the grant funds are issued.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Next Board Meeting

The next board meeting will be held at Safia Gray’s, on Saturday, June 11, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm before Zikr.

The Meeting was Prayed Closed.

